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Abstract

Pore-water flow inside river sediment beds resulting from water flow in the overlying river channel can strongly affect the mass
and momentum transfer processes across the channel-bed interface. An analytical model for transport in porous beds, with a two-
layer, coupled transport across the interface is presented. Flow and transport in the porous bed and open channel are diffusion and
advection driven. The variation in the velocity profile across the flow depth, in both open channel and porous bed, is consistent with
experimental studies. A slip velocity at the interface links a parabolic velocity profile in the open channel with an exponentially
decaying velocity profile in the porous bed. The contaminant exchange along the interface is accounted through the imposed
boundary conditions of concentration and flux continuity. The initial conditions allow the presence of solute in either or both parts
of the flow domain, in order to study the transfer of solute across the interface. The Aris’ method of moments is used to derive
analytical expressions for the zeroth and first moments of concentration and for the velocity and effective dispersion of the solute
cloud. The role of dispersion in the bed relative to dispersion in the channel was found to greatly influence the transport charac-
teristics in the river channel-bed interface. The depth of the porous bed relative to the depth of the open channel showed a strong
effect on the mean velocity of the solutes particles and the effective dispersion of the solute cloud was found to be sensitive to the flow
velocity profile in the open channel in a counter-intuitive way since the transport equations are expressed in terms of axes moving
with the mean particle velocity. Finally, the model was validated against experimental data from A.H. Elliott and N.H. Brooks

[Water Resour. Res. 33 (1997) 123, 137]. © 2002 Published by Elsevier Science Ltd.

1. Introduction

The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
reported that as of 1996, about 40% of the nation’s
surveyed rivers, lakes, and estuaries are too polluted for
basic uses such as fishing and swimming [27]. Contam-
inants enter our waters everyday. This contamination
could originate from industrial and municipal waste
discharges, runoff from urban and agricultural areas,
and even individual households. Many of these pollu-
tants have been released to the environment long ago
and settled to the bottom sediments of rivers and
streams, leaving hot spots of toxic substances. Once the
contaminants are settled, they can act as a source or a
contaminant reservoir and be released back to the water
stream. Continuing uncontrolled transfer of pollutants
from the contaminated bottom materials to the water
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column prolongs the effects of these pollutants on or-
ganisms throughout the river ecosystem.

Therefore, transport and dispersion of solutes in open
flow channels and natural rivers are of increasing in-
terest not only as a result of its implications on water
quality and major cleaning efforts but also due to the
fact that the solute cannot be accurately described by a
normal distribution and modeled with a Fickian-type
diffusion approach. In pipes, Aris [2] described the sol-
ute distribution in terms of the moments of concen-
tration and confirmed that it approaches the normal
distribution with a variance proportional to time. How-
ever, non-normally distributed longitudinal concentra-
tion profiles are routinely found in natural rivers. The
variance of the concentration distribution seems to grow
more rapidly than predicted by one-dimensional models
[19,20]. The traditional interpretation of these deviations
is one of the following:

1. a stationary eddy structure adjacent to the porous
bed where dead zones are responsible for the trapping
and release of contaminant [28];
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2. a viscous sub-layer with slow moving fluid and low-
intensity lateral mixing [8]; and

3. variation in flow properties across the channel, which
is a general description of both (1) and (2).

The presence of stagnant dead zones along the surface
of open flow has been the focus of numerous research
studies [22,28]. The longitudinal spreading of contami-
nants along the downstream flow, the long tail of passive
contaminant releases into the channel flow and the re-
sulting skewness of the concentration’s distribution are
some of the effects attributed to local areas with stagnant
water, for example dead zones. Valentine and Wood [28]
assumed that any exchange of contaminant between the
open flow and stagnant pockets is limited to diffusion
and showed numerically that the time needed for the
flow to reach a Gaussian-type flow can be significant in
comparison to the river passage time. Fischer et al. [14],
and references therein (e.g., [15]), described the variation
of the concentration across the depth of the open channel
and showed that the deviation of the concentration from
the one predicted is largest near the channel bed. Cha-
twin [8] explained such phenomena through the presence
of a viscous sub-layer along the surface of the porous
bed, in which the fluid velocity is of negligible magnitude.
The channel depth was divided into two layers with lin-
ear velocity profile, uniform initial concentration, and
continuous flux transformation across the interface be-
tween the two layers.

Storage of contaminant in the viscous sub-layer and
its effect on transport in two-dimensional flow is not
different from the retention of solute by dead zones in an
open channel. A basic assumption inherent in the model
of dead zones and the viscous sub-layer is the stagnant
nature of the water pockets. A second assumption is
the fact that interaction between the flow in the water
channel and the porous structure underneath it is limited
to a diffusion process driven simply by the concentration
difference across the interface. However, the flow and
contaminant mixing in a water channel is a much more
complex process. The water present in the porous bed is
far from stagnant, the flow is not uniform, and the hy-
drodynamic characteristics near the porous bed greatly
influence mass transfer processes at the water-bed in-
terface. Rudraiah [23] showed numerically that the
velocity in the porous medium approaches the Darcy
velocity at large distances from the surface, and that it is
larger near the porous surface because the fluid is apt to
slip at the porous surface. Nagaoka and Ohgaki [18]
confirmed experimentally that the velocity profile in the
porous bed of a water channel could be formulated as
the sum of a Couette flow and seepage flow velocity. The
Couette flow is caused by slip velocity at the porous
surface decreasing exponentially with depth, and the
seepage flow velocity is uniform and determined by the
pressure gradient.

In summary in all the previous analytical and nu-
merical studies, the analysis of the transient dispersion
process has been limited to either the porous bed or the
open channel with the mass exchange across the inter-
face modeled as simple diffusion. The primary purpose
of the present paper is to model the solute transport at
the interface of an open channel and its underlying po-
rous bed and expand the physical processes beyond the
dead zones or sub-viscous layer by deriving a model
whereby flow and transport in both the porous bed and
the water channel are diffusion and advection-driven.
The variation in the velocity profile across the flow
depth is made consistent with experimental studies. A
slip velocity at the interface links a parabolic velocity
profile in the open channel with an exponentially de-
caying velocity profile in the porous bed. At the inter-
face the velocity profile is continuous, consistent with
theoretical developments by Ochoa-Tapia and Whitaker
[21] who proposed a jump condition that joins naturally
Darcy’s law with the Brinkman correction to Stokes’
equations. The contaminant exchange along the inter-
face is accounted through the imposed boundary con-
ditions of concentration and flux continuity. The initial
conditions allow the presence of solute in either or both
parts of the flow domain, in order to study the transfer
of solute across the interface.

The resulting problem of two coupled partial differen-
tial equations with variable velocity coefficients is too
complex for a direct analytical solution to be derived.
However, the method of moments [2,3] provides an
approach that allows the transformation of the problem
by decreasing the number of spatial dimensions and
changing the variable from concentration to the mo-
ments of concentration. Having obtained the moments
of concentration, analytical expressions for the mean
velocity and the effective dispersion coefficient are then
derived. The dispersion coefficient provides insight into
the role played by the transport in one part of the do-
main and the exchange across the interface on the
transport pattern of the whole system. The model is also
used to investigate the effect of different velocity profiles
on the mean particle velocity.

Water surface

River - bed interface

Impervious bed

Fig. 1. A schematic description of the flow domain under considera-
tion.
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2. Mathematical model

Fig. 1 depicts the two-dimensional physical domain
of the mathematical model. The water flow in the open
channel is of depth 4, the underlying bed is of depth 4,,
and transport occurs by diffusion and advection.

The equation of the conservation of the mass is the
following:

oc, oc, o[ aG] . o[ oG
e K k) e MO R

The subscript (i = 1) denotes the free water-surface re-
gion and (i = 2) denotes the porous bed region. Variable
C represents the average concentration across the third
dimension (M/L*), U the velocity distribution (L/T), t
the time (7'), x the horizontal distance (L), y the eleva-
tion above the bottom of the porous bed (L), and ¢ the
turbulent transport coefficient (L?/T) in the case of the
open channel and the dispersion coefficient in the case of
the porous bed.

The transport between regions (1) and (2) is modeled
through the boundary conditions:

oC

a—y‘:o at y = hy +hy = h, (2)
0C,

—2=0 =0 3
% aty =0, (3)
Cl(xah2at) = C2(x7 hZat)’ (4)
. oC . oC
Jimy |:81(y) —ay]] = lim [SZ(y) —aﬂ- (5)

Boundary conditions given by (2) and (3) imply that
there is no net transport across the upper and lower
boundaries, whereas (4) and (5) ensure the continuity of
the concentrations and fluxes at the interface. The initial
conditions are for a uniformly distributed instantaneous
plane source as follows:

am%m=a%am7 (6a)
qw%m:ﬁ%am (6b)

where o and f§ are constants with « = # = 1 in case the
solute is present in both regions, « = 1 and f = 0 if the
solute is present in region (1) only, and « = 0 and f =1
if present in region (2) only. m represents the number of
particles released per unit width, and d(x) is the Dirac
delta function.

A constant turbulent dispersion coefficient (eddy
viscosity) ¢ is desirable and could be assumed as

a&(y) =& (7)
if appropriate boundary conditions were to be applied,
as suggested by Engelund [12,13]. In such a case, the

velocity profile in the open channel is well described by a
parabolic velocity distribution obtained from integra-
tion of the flow equation, assuming a constant value of
the eddy viscosity [12,13]

mU% [y=h 1/y—m\>
Ui(y) = U, D= 8
1) = Uno + == = z( n ) (®)
. 1/2
with Uy = K| U/() and UfO = </;)> , (9)

where K| is a constant, t, denotes the bed shear stress
(M/LT?), and p the fluid density (M /L?). At the porous
interface, the velocity takes a finite value U, which is
known as the slip velocity. The eddy viscosity can be
described as [12,13,17]

& = 0077Uf01’11 (10)

In the porous bed, the dispersion coefficient is assumed
constant. Zhou and Mendoza [29] derived an exponen-
tial form for the velocity distribution that is in accor-
dance with the work of Engelund [13], that is it ensures
the continuity of the velocity distribution at the interface
of the open channel and the porous bed.

Usr(y) = U+ (Uy — U) explKz(y — ho)], (11)

where U is the uniform part of the velocity distribution
and K, is a constant that influences the rate with which
the velocity decreases with depth. For laminar flow,
Zhou and Mendoza [29] showed how (11) leads to the
same functional form of the boundary condition derived
by Beavers and Joseph [6].

Since the solute particles will ultimately move with
the mean velocity of the stream (7), it is useful to write
the transport equations with respect to a coordinate
system moving with velocity V. Introducing the non-
dimensional variables:

C x—n" et y
C=—, X= T=—, Y==

co’ h '’ h’

hy hy > Uy)h
Y =— Y,=— =—= W) =———
1 h7 2 h7 817 (7]) e )

Vh Upoh Uroh
Ve=—, Wy= 20 v W= 10

€1 €1 €1
_ Uh _—
W==", K=hkK,, (12)

where ¢y is a reference value of C. The non-dimen-
sional forms of Egs. (1)-(5), (6a), (6b), (7)—(11) be-
come

e oc,  RC, G

or H IR0 - Vel gy =Tt oy 1)
o, oC,  [8C, 8C
- v =n( 2R ) 04
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oC;

— = Yy=1 1

=0 0, (15)

X, hT) =GX,hT), (16)

_[oc aC;

. (ay> = (Day>’ (17)

Ci(X,7,0) = 2L 5(X), (18)
1

C:(X,7,0) = B25(). (19)
2

The velocity profiles #; and W, are as follows:

Y-Y, 1/Y-%\°
Wl(Y):W,,O+Y1Wf20[ Y12_§< - z)] (20)

Wa(Y) =W + (W — W) exp[K(Y — 12)]. (21)

Following Aris [2], the pth spatial moment of concen-
tration C; is defined by

= / " xec ax. (22)
Egs. (1;?—(19) become [2,25]
0 o) - veler =plp - 1+ O @23)
%—Cf —pIA(Y) = VeI = Dp(p— 1)L + Da;;g ,
(24)
%(f:o at Y = 1,0, (25)
Cl(h,T) = (%, T), (26)
Jim, (aacy) = Jim. (Daac}) @7
sz{g,%’ Z;?} at T =0, (28)
cg:{gy_z ﬁi?} at T =0. (29)

Defining p# as the cross-sectional average of the con-
centration

I a
up:/y Cfdy+/0 v, (30)
2

one can multiply Egs. (23) and (24) by d Y, and integrate
using the proper boundary conditions to obtain

ot =p/ Wi (Y) = VelC} ! dy +p/OY2[W2<Y)

)63

1
— Ve]Cy' dY + p(p — 1)/ P dy

)63

+ Dp(p — 1)/1C§2dY. (31

)63

2.1. Zeroth moment of concentration

The zeroth moment of concentration (C°) describes
the mass of the solute in the system. The analytical so-
lution for the zero moment concentrations (p = 0) will
be derived — using the method of separation of variables
— as the summation of steady state and transient solu-
tions (Appendix A). The solution of C° satisfies the
following equations:

C? = oam; + fmy + ZK” exp(—)vﬁT) [A4) cos(4,Y)

n=1

+ Bysin(2,Y))], (32)

Cd = amy + pmy + > K, exp(—/2T cos(ﬂn Y),
2 L Bm > p(=4,T) /D

n=1

(33)

where 4, are the eigenvalues of the system. The expres-
sions for K, Ay, B; and /, are derived in Appendix A.

2.2. First moment of concentration

An analysis of the variation in position of the solute
cloud requires a solution for the first moment of the
concentration, obtained using p =1 in Egs. (23) and
24)

ac! , oc!

67_ [(M(Y) — VelC)| = v (34)
aCI o*C!

ﬁ — [IA(Y) = Ve]C) =D ayzz, (35)

where C) and C) are defined by (28) and (29). The so-
lutions of Egs. (34) and (35) consist of a steady-state
solution g/ (Y), a complimentary solution f,(Y, T), and
a particular solution fL(Y,T),

=fu (V. 1)+ fp(Y.T) + g (Y). (36)

The first moment is necessary for deriving the effective
coefficient of the solute’s cloud and the second moment
of concentration. The first moment of concentration is
given by

ZK’ exp(—
+ZK Fi(Y) exp(—
ZK’ exp(—a.T) cos (;%Y)

+ZKFz exp(—

o0, T)[4] cos(a,Y) + B sin(,Y)]

T) +gi(Y), (37)

0T) +g(Y). (38)

The functions F; and g!, and the constants K, 4}, B}, K,
and o, are derived in Appendix A.
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2.3. Second moment of concentration

A more detailed description of the contaminant dis-
tribution needs an expression for C2. With p = 2:

oc? Q2C?
a—sz[Wl( ) — VelC} =2CY + ayzl’ (39)
aC? P ) e

The main problem in the derivation of a complete so-
lution for the above two equations is the fact that the
expressions for C! are complicated. However, a solution
that contains the terms that do not vanish as 7 — oo can
be derived, an approach previously followed by Aris [2].
Dropping the time derivative term,

d*c?

del = —2(am; + pmy) — 2[M(Y) — Velg,, (41)
d’c? 2

dez = —2(amy + fmy) — D W5 (Y) — Velg,. (42)

The solutions for the above two equations are obtained
by simply integrating twice using the proper boundary
conditions. The solutions are

Ct = (oamy + pmay)[I1(Y) + Ta(1)], (43)
C3 = (omy + pms)[I(Y) + I (%)), (44)
where I') and I', are derived in Appendix A.

2.4. Third moment of concentration

Similar to the second moment of concentration the
equations for the third moment are

oC; oC3

a7~ 3(Y) = Vel €T = 6C + 57 (45)
aC3 3*C3

ﬁ—qu( ) — Ve]C3 :D(6C§+ 6Y22)' (46)

The asymptotic expressions (in time) of the above two
equations are the following:

d’c;

dYZl = —6g; — 3[M(Y) — Ve|C}, (47)
d*c3 3

dY22 = —6g) — 5 [W5(Y) — Ve|Cs. (48)

The solution is achieved by double integration to obtain

o= //{—6g} _3[(Y) - VeI 2} dY dY

G = //{ 6g2——W;( )—Ve]cg}deY
4 / A, dY + A, (50)

where Ay, A5, A}, and A} are constants to be determined
using the boundary conditions.

2.5. Mean particle velocity

To predict the mean particle velocity, p = 1 is inserted
in Eq. (31) to obtain

du! : 0 " 0
= / [Wi(n) — Ve]C? dn +/ [W2(n) — Ve]C; d,
mn 0

(51)

where du'/dT is the rate of the mean particle displace-
ment relative to the x axis moving with the velocity Ve.
The center of gravity of the cloud will ultimately move
with the mean velocity of the stream (7). Thus,

dy'

— = T —

a7 0 as o0

and

Ve = 7[/ w (Y thOdY
amy + fmy | Jy,

+/ wy(Y) lim S dY} (52)
0 —00

Using (20) and (21) with (52) yields

1 2
Y-vn 1/Y-1
Ve = Wy + Y, W2 - dy
e /Yz{ b0 + lfO[ Y, 2( Y, )]}

)63

{W + Wy — W) exp[K(Y — Y5)]} dY.  (53)

Integration results in

5|1 7 o1
Ve = VV;,()Y]‘FVVfO 2 Y2+2+2Y1
1 Y;
><<3+Y2 Y7+ 3>]+WY2
Wy — W —
(P ) expl-K) (54)
and
d,u iK
exp(—4,7T) Wl )[4 cos(4,Y)
+ By sin(4,Y)] dY

/ W (Y cos(\/”_ )dY}. (55)

It can be observed directly from (55) how du!/dT — 0
at large times. Integrating once and using the condi-
tion u! = 0 at T = 0, the mean particle position is given
by



460 F. Habel et al. | Advances in Water Resources 25 (2002) 455-469

= K,
n=270
—exp(—i,,T)]{ /1 Wi(Y)[A; cos(4,Y)

+ By sin(4,Y)] dY

/ wm(Y COS<\/};_)Y> dY}. (56)

Ultimately at large times, the mean particle position
becomes

ul(OO)=§;%{/Y:VI’1(Y)[A1008(%Y)

+ Bysin(4,Y)] dY

+/OY2W2(Y)COS(\//1”5Y> dY}- (57)

2.6. The effective dispersion coefficient

The effective dispersion coefficient is equal to half the
temporal derivative of the variance of the contaminant
cloud. In dimensionless form, the dispersion coefficient
can be written as

1de?> 1 d /i ,du!
De=: 0 =_ (&) _ %
2dr 2dT<u0> Hoar (58)

At large times, the last component in the right-hand side
of (58) approaches zero and it becomes equivalent to the
equation of effective dispersion coefficient used by Aris
[2] and Sumer [26]. Using Eq. (31) with p = 2, the dis-
persion coefficient becomes

1 du?
De — - S
°To4ar

_ /1 W(Y) — Ve|C! dY + /YZ[WZ(Y) —Ve|c! dy

1 n d,ul
+/ c?dY+D/ cydy — ' ——. (59)
Y2 0 dT

Inserting (37) and (38) into (59), one obtains

De:/[
63
+ B sin(a,Y) + ZKnFl exp( — 2°T) +g11} dr
n=1
i o0
+/ [Wz(Y)—Ve]{ZK,; exp( — o’T)
0 n=1
a [o¢]
xcos | —=Y )|+ K,Fexp(—2°T)+glsdy

1 )63 d,ul
+/ C?dY+D/ Cydy — ' ——. (60)
Y2 0 dT

Ve{ZK exp( — o’ T)[4] cos(e,Y)

2.7. Large time approximation of the effective dispersion
coefficient

At large times, the dispersion coefficient approaches
the following asymptotic value:

De:/l[Wl(y)—Ve}g{ dY—i—/yz[Wz(Y)

2
— Velg, dY + (om; + fmy) (Y + DYa). (61)

Integrating the above equation, arranging terms and
using integral tables [1], the following analytical ex-
pression is obtained:

De = (amy + pmy) (I, + I, + Y1 + DY), (62)
where
[ D
[1:¢1P1Y1+( 12p2+ 22[71)(1_),22)
Dips  Dypy  Dipy 3
1-Y
Cipy | Popy | Dips 4
1-Y,
+ ( Rl [ )
Dips  DPypy  Dips 5
1-Y
D [}
(P24 22 -+ 220 n), @
— Dsq1 Psqs ,,  DPsqa
L= KY - — Y, + — KY, —1
, = exp( 2)[K+K 5 2K+( 2 )

y (‘155612 _ 9593 )] L Pags Psq1 | st

K K K K x
03 Y} Y;
-2 5q3+¢4(q1Yz+qz +q3—= )
K 2 3
o Dsqy  Dyqy
exp(—KY)| ——-——]. 64
exp(-K1g) (- T 2 (64)

The last two terms in (62) are the contributions of
the initial concentration diffusion and are negligible in
comparison with the first two terms, which are due to
the velocity gradient in the open channel and the porous
bed. Parameters @], @2, @3, @4, @5,]71,]72, P3, P4, D5, 41,
92, 43, 44, can be found in Appendix A.

3. Model testing and validation

The best method to test and validate a model is to
compare it with both established analytical models and
experimental data. To accomplish this, an analytical
approach is used first in order to validate the analytical
solutions, presented in this paper, by simplifying the
model so as it matches models to which analytical so-
lutions are already available and published. Then,
making some assumptions about the flow in the water
channel and the porous bed, the depth profiles of the
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solutes presented in [10,11] are compared to the ana-
lytical solutions of this paper by reconstructing the an-
alytical expression of the concentration from its known
moments.

3.1. Testing with known analytical solutions

Starting with the zeroth moment of concentration, we
assume that initially, the solute is uniformly distributed
across the depth of the flow domain. In such a case, and for
Y1 =Y, = 0.5 the parameters « = f =1 and m; = my =
0.5. Replacing these variables in (A.9) and (A.10a),
(A.10b), we find that 4| = 4, = 0and K,, = 0. As aresult,
C)=C) =1 for all times as previously obtained by
Sumer [26] and Chatwin [8]. This result states simply
that the total amount of solute is constant.

In the case of the first moment of concentration, a
constant and uniform diffusivity is assumed for both
porous bed and open channel (D = 1).

As T — oo,

Cioe = _/Y[VVI(Y) — Ve] dY
and
Gy, =— /Y[WZ(Y) — Vel dY.

The above two equations are equivalent to Eqs. (41)
and (42) in [26].

3.2. Testing with published experimental data

In terms of experimental data, several researchers
have examined porous bed-water exchanges in the field
and described the exchange as a vertical advection—
diffusion process with calibrated exchange parameters or
as lumped-parameter or linear time series models with
calibrated parameters [5,10]. Rutherford et al. [24] re-
lated the benthic oxygen uptake to bed—stream exchange
mechanism and deoxygenation rates within the bed and
observed that there can be rapid exchange of pore fluid
into the fluidized bed material at the crest of dunes.
Nagaoka and Ohgaki [18] measured the flow velocity
profiles for flow over the porous bed and below the
water-bed interface and related the measured diffusion
coefficients in the porous bed to the intensity of turbu-
lence. Recently, Elliott and Brooks [10,11] conducted
theoretical and laboratory experiments for studying the
transfer of nonsorbing solutes to a streambed with
bedforms. They attempted to predict the exchange re-
sulting from the presence of the bedforms in a steady
flow for both stationary and moving bedforms.

Unfortunately, most experimental efforts that have
collected data focused on a single aspect of the problem
such as the velocity profile [18] or the transport and
dispersion of the contaminant cloud in either the porous

bed [10,11] or the channel. No data set that captures the
macroscopic processes of the transport problem as well
as the interaction among those processes has been made
available from all the studies discussed above and is,
therefore, still to be collected. Nevertheless, making the
necessary assumptions about the flow in the water
channel and the porous bed, the depth profiles of the
solutes presented in [10,11] are compared to the ana-
Iytical solutions of this paper by reconstructing the an-
alytical expression of the concentration from its known
moments. This is accomplished using the Edgeworth
form of the Gram—Charlier series [4,7,16].

This method approximates the concentration by an
infinite Hermite series with the first few terms being
functions of the mean and the variance. The method
uses higher-order moments to expand the series beyond
the Guassian distribution, which is simply based on the
first three moments (zeroth, first, and second). The series
has the following form:

G g X
C—Wexp(—?>{l+glﬂ(f)+n-, (65)

where C, is the zeroth-moment concentration,

o (G _(GaY
Co Co’

é:X—(Cl/CO)
6 )
1G o/’
y= — |2 3522 -
X 03 C2 ¢ C()+(C()> ’
and
Hy =& -3¢

One of the limitations of this method is that it fails to
produce good results when the concentration distribu-
tion deviates strongly from the Guassian shape. If
the tail of the non-Gaussian distribution is of interest,
an alternative approach such as the maximum entropy
method could be pursued.

In Fig. 2, the analytical solution for the relative
concentration, as reconstructed from the asymptotic
distribution of the first four moments, is compared to
the experimental data of Elliott and Brooks [11] for both
a stationary natural bedform as well as for a flat bed.
The experimental parameters for both runs, as reported
in [11], and the appropriate model parameters are pre-
sented in Table 1. For the natural bedforms (Fig. 2(a))
and unlike the experimental solute distribution, the an-
alytical solution does not exhibit the presence of a re-
gion with uniform concentration just below the bed
surface. It does, however, approximate the experimental
data quite nicely in an average sense. As pointed by
Elliott and Brooks [11], this can be explained by the
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Fig. 2. Comparison of experimental data and analytical results for (a) stationary natural bedforms (Run 17 of [11]) and (b) flat bed (Run 3 of [11]).

Table 1

Measured experimental parameters from [11] and appropriate model parameters

Parameter Description Run 3 (flat bed) Run 17 (natural bedforms)
Uso Slip velocity 16.8 (cm/s) 8.7 (cm/s)

U,u, Constant (seepage) velocity 0.00003 (cm/s) 0.00003 (cm/s)

h Height of water channel 5.15 (cm) 6.45 (cm)

hy Height of porous bed 12.5 (cm) 22.5 (cm)

T Time 1 day 19 days

dominance of advection over diffusion along the depth
of the experimental study.

For the test with a flat bed, the analytical solution
shows a poor fit (Fig. 2(b)) despite the fact that in this
case the effect of vertical advection is less pronounced.
This, however, is due to the obvious disparity between
the time when the data have been collected and the as-
ymptotic nature of the analytical solution.

4. Analysis and discussion

The experiments of Nagaoka and Ohgaki [18] were
used as the basis for determining the parameters used in
the sensitivity analysis presented in this paper. The slip
velocity was chosen from the range measured in the
experiments. Four different velocity profiles were speci-
fied with constant seepage velocity and constant K,
similar to those of the experiments of [18] and are de-
picted in Fig. 3 in dimensionless terms. The constant K,
influences the rate with which the velocity decreases with
depth and it ensures that the velocity approaches its
asymptotic value within a narrow depth of the porous
bed [29]. Table 2 lists the parameters used to describe the
four velocity profiles. The analysis was limited to the case
of the contaminant being initially confined to the flow in
the open channel (f = 0).

Profile 1
—— Profile 2
—a— Profile 3
_o— Profile 4

Dimensionless depth
o

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5
Dimensionless velocity profile

Fig. 3. Profiles of the velocity distributions scaled by the slip velocity.
Note that the water channel-porous bed interface is located at a di-
mensionless depth of 0.7.

A MATLAB code was developed to compute the
zeroth and first moments in their full transient mode, the
second and third moments in their asymptotic mode, as
well as other expressions of interest. Eq. (A.6) was
solved for the eigenvalues in the range 0 to 4m, which
proved sufficient to guarantee the convergence of the
series of moments. The expression given in (62) for the



F. Habel et al. | Advances in Water Resources 25 (2002) 455-469 463
Table 2
Parameters used in the sensitivity analysis
Parameter Description Profile 1 Profile 2 Profile 3 Profile 4
Uyo Slip velocity 15 (cm/s) 15 (cm/s) 15 (cm/s) 15 (cm/s)
Upo Friction velocity 3 (cm/s) 1.87 (cm/s) 1.25 (cm/s) 1 (cm/s)
U Constant velocity 1 (cm/s) 0.7 (cm/s) 0.4 (cm/s) 0.1 (cm/s)
K, Velocity decay factor 50 70 90 110
h Height of water channel 30 (cm) 30 (cm) 30 (cm) 30 (cm)
hy Height of porous bed 70 (cm) 70 (cm) 70 (cm) 70 (cm)
o Constant factor 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
m Initial mass of solute in zone 1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
I Constant factor 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
my Initial mass of solute in zone 2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

effective diffusion was computed for different values of
the relative diffusivity (D = ¢ /e;) and for different ve-
locity profiles. The results presented in Fig. 4 show that
as the relative diffusivity of the porous bed increases the
dispersion coefficient decreases.

Also, for small values of the relative diffusivity of the
porous bed, the effective dispersion coefficient grows
very rapidly. This can be explained by noting that as D
approaches zero, the flow behaves as if the porous bed
were simply an impermeable boundary with the flow
being only controlled by the velocity and diffusion in the
open channel with a zero-flux boundary at the interface.
As D increases, the flow into the porous bed comes into
play and solute is exchanged across the interface, with
less solute left in the open channel to contribute to the
flow and dispersion. As D gets larger, the porous bed
acts as a stronger sink of solute until a steady-state
distribution is reached when the cloud travels with
constant dispersion. For a fixed value of D, effective
dispersion seems to decrease as the flow velocity in-
creases (Fig. 4). This is counter intuitive and is due to

x 10

—— Profile 1
—— Profile 2
—a— Profile 3
—o— Profile 4

Dimensionless Effective dispersion coefficient

107 10 10? 107 10
Relative Diffusivity (D)

Fig. 4. Effect of relative diffusivity on the effective dispersion coeffi-
cient for different velocity profiles.

the fact that the transport equations are expressed in
terms of a coordinate system moving with the mean
particle velocity. For fixed axes, dispersion increases as
the flow velocity increases. Fig. 5 shows the variation of
the mean particle velocity with the friction velocity for
three configurations that differ in terms of the ratio of
the porous bed depth over the depth of the water in the
open channel. This ratio is 1.0, 1.5, and 2.3 for Case 1, 2,
and 3, respectively. The mean particle velocity is sensi-
tive to the depth of the river porous bed relative to the
depth of the open channel flow and increases as the ratio
increases.

The time needed to reach steady state depends very
much on D, assuming that all other variables are kept
constant. For the case of D = 1, the zeroth moment of
concentration reaches a steady-state distribution across
the domain after 7 = 0.5, a value similar to the one
obtained by Sumer [26] for the case of buoyant particles.
However, in the case of smaller relative diffusivity
(D = 0.001), it takes a much longer time for the solute to
reach a steady-state uniform distribution (Fig. 6(a)).

0.32 T T T

0.3

o o o
N N} )
EN [} ©

Mean Particle Velocity

o
N
N

0.2

L L L L L L L L L

0.18
0.01 0.012 0.014 0.016 0.018 0.02 0.022 0.024 0.026 0.028 0.03

Friction Velocity

Fig. 5. Variation of the mean particle velocity with the friction velocity
for three configurations with different ratios of the porous bed depth
over the depth of the water. This ratio is 1.0, 1.5, and 2.3 for Case 1, 2,
and 3, respectively.
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Fig. 6. Variation of (a) the zeroth moment of concentration and (b) the flux of the zeroth moment of concentration with depth for D = 0.001 at three

different times.

It should be noted that even at 7 = 250 the flux of the
zeroth moment of concentration has yet to reach the
value of zero (Fig. 6(b)). This can be simply explained by
the fact that a smaller diffusivity in the porous bed does
not allow the solute coming from the open channel to
penetrate quickly and the exchange of solute becomes a
very slow process.

This is evident when comparing Figs. 6(b) and 7. In
Fig. 6(b) (case with D = 0.001) the flux between the two
parts of the domain is orders of magnitude smaller than
the case with D =1 (Fig. 7). This result may have im-
portant implications on efforts directed toward river
cleaning. In the case of contaminant confined to the
porous bed — as would be the case after a contaminant
cloud moves past a specific stretch of the river — the

T
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S
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©
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o
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o
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0 . . . . . .
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4

Flux of the zeroth moment concentration

Fig. 7. Variation of the flux of the zeroth moment of concentration
with depth for D =1 at three different times.

process by which the contaminant would leave the po-
rous bed and enter the open channel is very slow. This
process can be orders of magnitude longer than the time
allocated for the cleaning of the river. This explains
many site observations where concentration would in-
crease again after the halting of the cleaning effort.

5. Summary and conclusions

In this work, we presented an analytical model for the
coupled transport of solutes in open channel flow and
the underlying porous bed. The transport in each do-
main is described by a two-dimensional advection—
diffusion equation with the exchange between the two
domains modeled through boundary conditions that
ensure the continuity of concentration and flux at the
interface. The model assumes a velocity profile that is
consistent with experimental studies in both the open
channel and the porous bed [18]. The slip velocity at the
interface links the parabolic velocity profile in the open
channel with the exponentially decaying velocity profile
in the porous bed.

Using the method of moments, the model provides
analytical solutions for the moments of concentration in
both the water flow as well as the porous bed. An
analysis of the mean particle velocity showed the effect
of the depth of the porous bed relative to the depth of
the open channel on the mean velocity of the solutes
particles. It also showed that the effective dispersion of
the solute cloud is sensitive to the flow velocity profile
in the open channel in a counter-intuitive way since the
transport equations are expressed in terms of axes mov-
ing with the mean particle velocity. The role of disper-
sion in the bed relative to dispersion in the channel was
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found to greatly influence the transport characteristics in
the river channel-bed interface. We also presented a
comparison of the analytical model with experimental
data measured in a laboratory setting [10,11]. The
comparison was satisfactory despite the fact that the
experimental measurements did not capture or did not
intend to measure the macroscopic processes of the
transport problem as well as the interaction among
those processes. Future experimental studies need to
measure the flow characteristics, such as the velocity
profile, and the two-dimensional solute distribution in
both the porous bed and the open channel. The model
proposed in this paper is a useful tool to model and
study water quality in rivers and sediment beds espe-
cially since the model parameters can be independently
measured, and the sources of solute can be specified
for either or both transport domains. In the absence of
large-scale field studies, this model could be used not
only to predict solute concentrations but also to esti-
mate the impact of non-Gaussian solute distributions on
the transfer of solutes across the interface through the
inclusion of higher-order moments into the analysis.
Further extensions of this model point to the need to
include an advective term along the vertical dimension
of the domain.
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Appendix A. Analytical derivations for the moments of
concentration

A.1. Zeroth moment of concentration

The zeroth moment of concentration (p = 0) satisfies
(23)-(29) and can be derived as the summation of a
steady-state and transient solutions.

G(Y,T)=R(Y,T) + Cio(Y), (A.1)

where R? is the transient solution and C;, is the steady-
state solution. Integrating twice, and using the boundary
conditions, the steady-state solution is a constant:

_amy + fm,

Clo =0 = nrn o m + fmy. (A2)

Using separation of variables, we obtain

R = ZK,, exp(—2A2T)[4, cos(2,Y) + B,

n=1

x sin(2,Y)], (A.3)

= )
RS = K, exp(—1.T)cos ( - Y>7 (A.4)

where A, are the eigenvalues of the problem, and 4,, B,
and K, are constants. Using the boundary conditions,

—Asin(4) Acos(2) 0 y
cos(4Y) (%)@) B;
—Asin(1Y,) JAcos(1Y,) Av/Dsin (?Yz) 1

sin(A1?) —cos

0
=|o]l. (A.5)
0

Solving the above system (Det=0), the following
equation is obtained:

VD sin (% Y2> cos(AY;) + cos (\/Lﬁ Y2> sin(AY;) = 0.

(A.6)

We can solve for 4, and B;:

A = cos (% Y2> cos(1Ys)

+VDsin ( % Y2> sin(1Y3), (A7)

B, = cos (% Y2> sin(11?)

— VDsin (% Y2) cos(4Ya), (A.8)
where 4 are the non-zero roots of Eq. (A.6). The co-
efficients K, are determined using the initial conditions
and the orthogonality of the sine and cosine functions.
Since the values of 4 are spaced at incommensurable
intervals, the property of the sine and cosine being or-
thogonal cannot be established by simple integration. A
proof is detailed in El-Habel [9].

K, = { A, [sin(4,) — sin(4,Y3)]

Jon
A4,B, ) ) VD . ()
- [cos(4,) — cos(4, 1r)] + 7 sin ( N/ ) }

/{A%(Hl) + Bi(H) _1421_51 [cos(24,)

)¢ D 24, Y-
—c08(22,15)] +32 + ;/}— sin ( \/nﬁz ) } (A.9)

where
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Al :aml(i— 1) —ﬂm27 (AlOa)
Y
1
Azzﬁmz(—— 1> — oamy, (AIOb)
Yl 1 .. .
H, = 4) [sin(24,) — sin(24,1>)], (A.11a)
Yl 1. .
H, = IRy [sin(24,) — sin(24,1>)]. (A.11b)

A.2. First moment of concentration

An analysis of the variation in position of the solute
cloud requires a solution for the first moment of the
concentration, which is obtained using p =1 in Egs.
(23)—-(29). The solutions consist of a particular and a
complementary solutions:

G =fu (Y. T) + fp(Y,T) + g (Y),

where f;},(Y, T) is the complementary solution, (Y, T)
is the particular solution, and g/ (Y) is the steady-state
solution. The solutions for g!(n) satisfy two second-
order ordinary differential equations. The solutions are

2
g1 = (amy + Pmy) |:VVb0 (Y - —>

(A.12)

2 6 6Y 2Y1+2Y1

Y vy vn y?
_ _Vely -2
oy T an T en ) e< 2)]

+W2<Z—YY+
1o\ 7 2

ocml—l—ﬁmz Y2 Y2
+ D { W2+V 5
Wy — W 1
+———— e KY) —=|», A.13
o pew-Em gL )
l_aml"_ﬁmZ _—ﬁ ﬁ VVbo—W
="7F < W2+Ve2+ z

{Y exp( — KY») —]%—GXP[E(Y— Yz)]})

2
¥ on v v v y?
+2—2+—2+2)—V6<Y2—22)}

(A.14)

Yz2 2 (1 2
+ (amy + fma) [ Wyo | Yo — == | + Wi - — 1

The above two equations present the asymptotic solu-
tion for the first moment of concentration. As for the
particular solution, it can be written in the following
form [26]:

ﬂpr:Kﬂ exp(—A4;T),

n=—1

(A.15)

Z K.B(Y exp iiT).

n=-—1

(A.16)

F| and F satisfy the following equations:

—I’F — % = [W(Y) — Ve][4, cos(AY) + B sin(1Y)],
(A.17)
—)’F, 70% = [W5(Y) — Ve] cos (;BY)' (A.18)

Fy and F, are to be determined for each value of 4. Egs.
(A.17) and (A.18) are non-homogeneous linear differ-
ential equations of second order. The complete solution
consists of a complementary and a particular solution.
The particular solution is derived using the method of
undetermined coefficients. The complete solution is

Fi = M cos(2Y) + Ny sin(AY) + (b, + &, Y? + dy YV?)

x sin(AY) + (b)Y + ¢ Y? +dY3) cos(AY),  (A.19)
F =M cos( ‘ Y)+N sin( ‘ Y)
Wb »U\VD
— A
+dyexp(KY)cos | —=Y | + [bsY
— A
+dy exp(KY)|sin| —=7Y |, A.20
v exp(KY)Jsin (-7 ) (A20)
where
DB, P3B; D4,
1= - - )
20 42 4p
BB, @,  ®.8, (A.21a,b,c¢)
= 4) 4)'2 ) 1 = 6 )
D14 [O2Y| d,B
@4, 0B T e (A.22a,b,c¢)
C = 4) 4}2 ) 2 — 6/ )
&5 (O
3 =————, by=—— )
DK’ +4)? 2)7/D
20 (A.23a,b,c¢)
~ (VDR(DK® +47%)
and
W2 Y?
B = Wy — Ve — Wiy to =222,
! (A.24a,b)
by = W), Wiots
2 = )ﬁ )
By = . @, =W — Ve
2y’ ’ (A.25a,b,c¢)
@5 = (Wyo — W) exp(—KY).

The constants in (A.19) and (A.20), namely M, M>, Ny,
and N, are determined using the boundary conditions:
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Nl :Ml tan(i) + Ql,

—vD

N2 = —d4 — dgK \/A—, (A26a, b)

M Q, + Q Q+Q
My =TSR S (A.27a,b)

cos(“%) Q6
in which
Ql _ —bl — 201 — 3d1 — i(bz + o+ dz) n tdIlA(/L)
A A

X [71)2 — 26‘2 — 3d2 + /L(b] +c1 + d])]7 (A28a)

Q, = cos(AY2) + sin(4Y>) tan(4), (A.28D)

.Qg = Sil’l(/lY2)Ql + COS(}VYQ)(luYz + Y22 + dl Y23)
+ Sil’l(le)(szz + C2Y22 + sz;)

+cos (%) [—d; exp(K12)] + sin <f/_’%)
vD

X |:— d4 exp(EYz) — b4Y2 + d4 —|—d3E}:|,

(A.28¢)

94 = COS(),YQ)(_b] — 26’1Yz — 3d1 YZZ — ;Lszz
— ;~02Yzz — ;vdzyzs — in)
AY, —
+cos [ == |[AV/Dd, exp(KY:
(\/5)[ 4 p( 2)
+ JNVDbsYs + DdsK exp(KYs) + AVDN,], (A.28d)

.Q5 = Sil’l(/le)(*bz — 26‘2YQ — 3d2Y22 + /U)le
+ )Lcl YZZ —|— )vdl Y23)

. Y, _
+sin [ 222 ) [-1VDd; exp(KY,) + Db
(\/l_)>[ 3 exp(KYs) 4

+ Dd,K exp(KY,) — 2v/Dtan (ﬁ> (Q3)],

VD
(A.28¢)
Q¢ = —sin(AY,) + Acos(AY;) tan(A)
+ Av/Dtan (%)QQ. (A.28f)

The complementary solution satisfies the following ho-
mogeneous problem:

i i _

oS0, (A.29)
o O fom _

The above two equations are identical to the equations
describing the solution for C°. Using the method of
separation of variables as described in the solution for
the zeroth moment of concentration, one gets

fll,H = ZK; exp(—o2T) 4] cos(a,Y) + B sin(x,Y)]
n=1

(A31)
Oy
7 Y> (A.32)

Similar to A, o satisfies (A.6). Also, solving for 4, B/,
and K/ we get

o
Al =cos| —=1Y, | cos(aY-
o) st

fon = ZK; exp(—a.T) cos <
n=1

+V/Dsin (% Yz) sin(at), (A.33)
B = cos (% Y2> sin(aY>)
— v Dsin (% Yz) cos(ata), (A.34)

1
Kr/: = {/Y (g% _fllP)T:O[A/l cos(a, Y)

)6}
+ B! sin(a, )] dY+/0 (& = fap)r—o

X COS (%Y) dY}/{/Y:[A’lcos(ocnY)

Y o
+ B! sin(a, Y 2dY+/ 2( . )dY}.
 sin(o,Y)) i cos N/3
(A.35)

A.3. Second moment of concentration

A more detailed description of the contaminant de-
scription needs an expression for C? (p = 2). The main
problem facing the derivation of a complete solution for
the above two equations is the fact that the expressions
for C' are complicated. However, a solution that con-
tains the terms that do not vanish as 7 — oo can be
derived, an approach previously followed by Aris [2].
Dropping the time derivative term the following equa-
tions are obtained:

a’c?

qyz = —2(am + pmo) = 2[M(Y) = Velg), (A.36)
d’c3 2

deZ = —2(am; + Pmy) — 5 [WA(Y) — Velg,. (A.37)

The solutions of the above two equations are obtained
simply by integrating twice using the proper boundary
conditions. However, the derivation is quite cumber-
some and will not be presented here for brevity reasons.
The solutions are

C? = (amy + Pmy)[[1(Y) + (1)),
C3 = (amy + pma)[[2(Y) + T (V)]

(A.38)
(A.39)
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where

Y2 Y3
ry(y)= 5 (=2=201p)) + 3 (—@1pr — Popy)

(2t
(222, 0)
e e
+};7<_2‘1526P5_2<P36p4> +I§<_2<1>37p5)

2 25 2p4 2
+2Y+Y<151<2p T e B pS)

2 3 4 5
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=D 2 2 K
— 1
X [Yz exp(— K1) — ?} }, (A.42a)
1 1 v Y
=W+ Wi s—Vh—— -2 -2 | -V
pr= o ”’(2 v oy, 2Yl) ©
(A.42b)
W, Y, Y2\ Ve
p3=—%+ /2()(224'4;1)4‘2, (A420)
1 1
p4:sz°<_6_6_}2’]>7 (A.42d)
WZ
ps =5 (A.42e)
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C]leo(Yz };2>+Wf20<§2Y2+§6Y;+2Y§

_%JFSY;) Ve(Yz—%2>7 (A43a)
= { e oo~ K]}, (A43b)
6]3=li)<—g+v7> (A.43c)
q4 :é < - %) (A.43d)
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